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A Foreword From Madame Gorgonzola

This book will give you your “B.A.” in Tarot read-
ing, that stands for: BAD-ASS!! If you are looking
for one of those tarot books that tells you this card
means this and that card means that, then toss this
gem in the trash and find yourself one of those
pieces of crap. Honestly, Madame has NO IDEA
why there are SO many books like THAT on the
market, but in THIS crypt of arcane psychobabble
you will find the real deal, the whole enchilada, the
SYSTEM behind Tarot and how to read the cards
like those of us who know how!

Being Bad-Ass is not about being BAD or making
an ass of yourself, it is about attitude, and knowing
when and how to throw it around. You can’t do that
unless you KNOW what you are doing! Now, Ma-
dame has been reading since she was a little girl, so
all of 5years.... Ok, give or take 50. If you want to
put a voice to the name, imagine a cross between
The Old Lady from the Golden Girls and the Rus-
sian spy from the old Bullwinkle cartoons, and you
can pretty much imagine me sitting there chatting
with you right now. By the time you're done, you'll
have earned your B.A. degreein Tarot!

Doing readings takes a lot of things, but it espe-
cially takes the right attitude, ‘ TUDE my niece calls
it! That I am having lots of and it is not something
we can teach, but rather something we have to
TALK about and you have to explore on your own.
Madame Gorgonzola is NOT a teacher, so enter
Dean Montalbano. Dean is a reader | know quite
well in Orlando, Florida, and he does about three
thousand readings on a good year. He is also a
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teacher and knows how to share what he knows bet-
ter than | can and he has more patience.

In this book you'll be learning about Dean’s con-
cept of a system of Tarot rather than a proce-
dure. That isto say, rather than learning that “ this
card means this’ and you must do this this
way, he’s going to teach you a way to interpret any
deck. We'll be talking about the principles that
Tarot is based on: the principles of the suits, the
principles of the numerology of Tarot, and princi-
ples of the court cards. We'll be learning how to
interpret the meanings based on our own ideals.
You'll also be learning the number one secret of the
Tarot, and some exercises to help you integrate that
secret.

As we explore this amazing world of Tarot and what
it can teach us, we will allow it to teach us as well;
and in doing so to bring us close to the universal
source.

Dean knows his stuff, but he's a bit dry, so | plan to
spice it up here and there. (Madame adjusts her
panties...) So hold on to your deck, it's going to be
a bumpy ride!

Madame G
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INTRODUCTION
By Dean Montalbano

WEell said, Madame Gorgonzolal This book is a hypnotic learning
experience. As some readers may aready know, the Holistic
Sensory Response audio seriesisthe label that | use to release my
hypnosis audio recordings. | believe that any situation in which
we are accessing the power of our unconscious mind to gather
information, whether it be through a symbol like Tarot, or
through palmistry or pendulums, we are using our senses in a ho-
listic way to respond to our environment, in conjunction with our
unconscious mind. Because | do have quite an extensive back-
ground as a hypnotist, | often use guided imagery, meditations
and trances on my tapes and in my seminars and will use them in
thistext indirectly.

The book that you are about to enjoy is based upon my live, full-
day Tarot class, as recorded for Tarot On Tape, and still available
for sale through www.hypnodean.com. | will try to keep the tone
of thistext conversational.

| believe that it is better to teach people things in a rather inten-
sive fashion that allows their unconscious mind to take in al of
the knowledge, while their conscious mind is somewhat over-
whelmed.

Whether you have experience reading the cards before or have
never picked up a deck, this transcript will teach you a very
unique system of Tarot. One of the things I’d like you to keep in
mind is that | have intentionally kept the tone of this transcript
conversational. If occasionaly you see me use an awkward turn
of phrase in writing, it's ssimply to give you that feeling of being
here.

Tarot With ‘ Tude
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| do encourage you to share this experience with somebody
else. That is, | encourage you to find someone to learn Tarot
with you. | believe that Tarot is something that is best learned
with another person. Throughout this seminar you are going to
be given a number of tools and exercises. I'd like to suggest that
although you may want to just read the book the first time
through, just to get an overview, there are a number of times
where I'm going to ask you to collect or gather things for exer-
cises. | may ask you to do an exercise before you move on. |
strongly suggest that the second time you review the book, that
you stop when exercises come up. Make sure that you've pre-
pared enough time, and the materials necessary. Do the exercise
and actually have the experience that we will talk about.

For those of you who'd like to know a little bit about my back-
ground: As far as reading Tarot, I’ve been reading since | was
four years old. I'm a fifth-generation reader; my mother read
Tarot, and most of the women on my mother’ s side have read one
thing or another. It may go back more than five generations, but
my Great-Great-Grandmother is as far back as we know of. | am
the first person in the family to do this sort of thing profession-
aly, and | am the first person in the family to talk about it fairly
openly. It is funny to me because a lot of people will ask when |
knew you had this “gift"? 1'd like to dispel that rumor right
now. Reading Tarot or being psychic really isn't agift. It's per-
fectly normal. | didn’t know that everyone didn’'t do these things
until 1 went to school and found out that the other kids looked at
me strange when | said, “Well, just ask the cards if you don’'t
know.” Thedifferenceisin my family isthat it just wasn't con-
Sidered unusual.

Everyone is born with the ability to throw a ball as long as you
have all your parts.  Everyone can learn to throw a ball bet-
ter. Everyone can be taught skills and they can practice over and
over again, to learn how to throw that ball in a way that it will be
more accurate. But not everyone will become a professional ball-
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player. Itisexactly the same with the psychic arts. Everybody is
psychic. As long as you came with the wiring, as long as you
came with all the parts of your mind intact, you’ re psychic.

There are people who believe that psychic ability, or intuition if
you want to call it that, is ssmply a survival mechanism. It was a
way for usto find food when we had to hunt. That does explain
why some professional psychics have had the experience that
when they’re hungry or alittle tired they tend to be better at read-
ing. Inthose times, the survival mechanism kicksin.

So... everyone is psychic; everyone can learn to be more psy-
chic. You can improve your abilities, you can learn how to be
more aware of your intuition. Using a tool like Tarot is a valu-
able way to do that. Tarot in and of itself is not necessarily a psy-
chic medium, but the process of reading Tarot certainly becomes
apsychic process as you do it.

Everyone is psychic, everyone can learn to be more psychic; but
not everyone will be a professional Tarot card reader or a profes-
siona psychic. For that reason | encourage you to think about
that right now. Think about where are you in the scheme of
things right now. If you're just picking up a deck for the first
time, or if you've had a deck for along time but you really don’t
fedl like you're able to read without your little book; or if you
don't fed like you're realy comfortable reading yet, obviousy
you should not feel the need to go run out and start reading for
other people. It's not fair to yourself. It is not fair to those for
whom you might do areading.

For those of you who are ready to do readings | would like to
briefly give you this word of warning now—and it will be re-
peated |ater on:

o Aboveall else, you should Do No Harm.

Tarot With ‘ Tude
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Tarot is not an exact science, and in the beginning it could be
easy to misinterpret something.

Moments With Madame

He has a good point. If people come to you wanting
you to run their lives and make all their choices for
them, feel free to slap them once upside the head,
and send them on their way. No matter how
“Psychic” you are, nor how adept you become at
Tarot, your job is NOT to run their lives. If that's
what THEY want you to do.... Tough Rock-0's

Madame G
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Chapter One

Focus Of Your Readings



| strongly encourage you to focus your readings on what people
should do, or what obstacles they should be aware of, rather than
on predictions of the future. We'll be talking about time and the
nature of the “future” alittle bit later on, and | think you’ll come
to understand why.

My background is not only as a reader for friends and family; I’'m
also aprofessional psychic. | do readings at some establishments
in and around the Orlando area, and have an office where | see
my private clientele. I’'m also ahypnotherapist. | work asapro-
fessional hypnotist, and have an extensive line of hypnosis CD’s
that are available through my website, http://
www.hypnodean.com and through Amazon.com. These re-
cordings are on a variety of subjects and | tend to eat, sleep, live
and breathe hypnosis. (Gratuitous plug | suppose we'll allow
himto get away with... Madame G)

You will find that very often I'll be asking you to think about
something or remember a time, or to focus your mind in such a
way that the process is in fact quite hypnotic, with the intention
of teaching you some things on an unconscious level—so that
you'll be able to make use of the information; and also with the
intention of getting beyond your own internal blockages. Even
that last paragraph was written in an intentionally convoluted way
to get the conscious mind overloaded for a moment. Overload is
an easy way to trance. (That and a good stiff shot before bed!
Madame G)

One of the number one things to keep in mind when learning
Tarot is you've got to ignore your own hang ups. Y ou’ve got to
be willing to set aside your disbelief, to set aside your own inse-
curities, and to accept the fact that you can do this stuff. That's
one of the most important things to do and I'll try and give you
that experience at some point.
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Moments With Madame

Ok, so, one has to rather wonder how we GET these
insecurities to begin with. Sometimes, we must
think to ourselves, JUST GET OVERIT! If you did
not think it was possible for YOU to do this Hocus
Pocus F###ing Magic stuff, (hereinafter referred to
as HPFM.) then why would you have picked up this
book!
Madame G
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Chapter Two
The Beginning and Basics



I’d like you to ask yourself some questions.... Where did you
start in Tarot? Do you have your deck yet? If not, I'd suggest
you go purchase or make a deck.  For the time being you could
play- practice with a regular deck of cards, but | don’t recom-
mend that.

Moments With Madame

Regular playing cards are as blunt as Madame....
So if you want to get told off “in spades’ as it
were... feel free to adapt this system to using play-
ing cards for doing readings. To avoid crying, |
suggest not...

Madame G

If you don’t have your Tarot deck, | suggest you go to a meta-
physical shop or bookstore that has a large selection of meta
physical things to choose from including Tarot cards. Look at the
cover art of the decks, or if you have somebody you know who
has lots of decks and they don't mind showing you, go look
through those and see what kind of artwork you like for NOW.
You can change later on. | would also suggest that whatever
deck you decide to use, that you also purchase a traditional Rider-
Waite Tarot deck. ( Ugly as it isl - Madame G) Although that
deck is not my favorite, and | do not use it for reading with cli-
ents, | do feel that the Rider Waite deck has most of the symbol-
ismintact. That deck has most of the information that was origi-
nally intended to be on the card till there.  Many of the decks
out there lack much in the artwork, and they lack alot in the sym-
bolism. Often that is smply because the artist who did the deck
did not know or understand what the card was supposed to sym-
bolize, or they put symbolsin that were exclusively their own, not
necessarily universal symbols.
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You'll learn about my style in this book and my style is that there
aren't a lot of rules. Every book you read will contradict the
other.  One will tell you that you should only cut with your
left hand, not with your right hand; you should never let anyone
touch your cards, always touch your cards; store them in a silk-
wrapped box, put them only in a silk handkerchief. (Bull Sh## to
all of THAT! Madame G)

Indeed, any of those things that you feel comfortable with, by all
means do them. On the other hand, please, remember not to get
so bogged down in the “rules’ —even the things that | will teach
you here— that you have a hard time doing what you're doing. If
you're causing yourself stress or discomfort because you're so
bound up in the idea of, “Oh, did | do that wrong?’ then obvi-
ously you're not going to do as well as you could otherwise.

Moments With Madame

Get comfy with the ideas of being psychic boo-
balah!! You already ARE and as you learn this
stuff you will become more so.

Madame G

What To Expect

So as we venture into this world of Tarot, | challenge you to ask
yoursdlf, “What are your own personal fears, worries or insecuri-
ties about learning to read Tarot?’” At the same time, ask your-
self, “What could it be that will help me overcome those insecuri-
ties?” Because certainly as you are the expert on you and will
become the expert on the way you read Tarot, you are also the
expert on how to overcome your own personal issues.

Tarot With ‘ Tude
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Throughout this transcript, I'll be giving you a number of
‘learning bonuses.” That is, ways to practice and to learn how to
do Tarot that takes the stress off of you. | really suggest that you
do them. Keep a little notebook, write them down when they
come up, and be ready to put those into practice because they are
how you will get better—without having to worry about telling
someone the wrong thing.

There are many schools of thought and there is room for every-
one. So fed free to pick and choose, and to integrate what you
learn here.  After alittle bit of introduction and history about
Tarot, I'll be offering you a guided meditation that will open you
up to the learning process.

I’ll try and give you pop quizzes throughout, or set that up for
yourself and review a little bit of what we' ve talked about so far;
and talk about the court cards in some degree of detail. 1I’'m aso
going to go through a discussion of your paradigms and how your
beliefs and paradigms will affect your readings. They will affect
not only what you get, the information that comesin, but how you
think of that. 1'll try and teach you one of the number one quali-
ties for a good Tarot reader, and that is impartiality: to remove
yourself and your beliefs from the content and just let the infor-
mation come through. We'll be talking about how to use a book
as a substitute Tarot deck. We'll be discussing affirmations and
agreements that you should make with your own cards. The lat-
ter half of thisbook will be discussing the “Mgjor Arcana,” which
are the picture cards such as. the “Magician” and the “Fool.”

WEe'll be talking about how to use Tarot for intentions.  Inten-
tions are basicaly what people in religious groups would call
prayer, people in metaphysics would cal magic, and New Age
people would perhaps call “wishing”. (That's HPFM! Madame
G) Intentions are when you gather together an idean or something
that you really want, and you set it up in such away that you send
that energy forth to try and make it happen. There is a way you
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can use the symbols of Tarot to help you do that.

WEe'll be discussing what is known as the Fool’s Path. We'll dis-
cuss some things to be warned about if you're doing readings as
to how people may react to them.  For instance: although the
Death card has nothing to do with physical death of the body, if it
comes up in areading you’ d better be prepared to help your client
deal with seeing that image. Otherwise, get a deck that calls the
Death card something different. We'll be talking about a way to
allow your deck to teach you how to read.

Toward the end of the book I’ [l be discussing some Tarot spreads,
the formations of cards that you lay down on the table to actually
do areading. I'll offer you my own version of the Celtic Cross
spread, 1’1l offer you a spread that I’ve made up that | call the Ele-
mental Star spread, and also a dynamic spread called the Twelve-
House spread that | originally learned from Suzanne LaCour.
Suzanne should have her own Wicca Text book published by
Leaping Lizards Publishing soon, and she and | will be releasing
acollaborative book on the Druid Tree Alphabet called Ogham.

We'll be talking about how to phrase a question properly, pri-
vacy, ethics, disclaimers, and give you an idea about how to make
up your own spreads. | also encourage you, when everything is
said and done, to sit down and let me know what you thought of
this book, because your feedback will help change future publica-
tions of it; and also please keep in mind this seminar is available
livein your area.

A History Of Tarot

Let's talk briefly about a potential history of Tarot. By the way,
it is pronounced: Tah Row’ (rhymes with Sparrow but with the
emphasis on the SECOND syllable.) There are people who will
pronounce it Ta -row, and that’s acceptable. Tah' Rot is defi-
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nitely not right.

Moments With Madame

By the way, it is pronounced gor-GONE-solah, | am
NOT named after a cheese smart A##. Remember,
All history is a pack of lies! Especially when | am
discussing my age Libeshins!

Madame G

No one knows exactly what the history of Tarot is.  No one
knows for sure whether Tarot cards were the precursor to our
modern-day playing cards or if it was the other way
around. There seems to be more evidence to support that Tarot
cards came first, and were typically used for games. Somewhere
aong the line, the process of cartomancy, became popu-
lar. Mathematicaly, a Tarot deck has many more cards than a
regular deck- it has seventy-eight cards- perhaps too many for
playing card games.

As you consider the Tarot deck and all of its many nuances,
you'll realize that the artwork in a typical Tarot deck is much
more dynamic than a regular deck of cards. That's one of the
reasons | don’t recommend reading with a regular deck of cards,
because there's very little subtlety there. Playing cards will tend
to be very blunt if you read with them, and will tend to give infor-
mation that lacks any nuances or subtlety.

There's some anecdotal evidence to support that years ago in
temples, that it was usual for there to be huge tapestries or mas-
sive murals painted on walls that were meant to represent mile-
stones. They were meant to represent situations from people's
lives or problems that people might deal with. They were meant
to represent the various rites of passage that people go through in
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life. It wasbelieved that these same images were used to seeif a
student had progressed. When a student of the temple could walk
up to the picture and describe it and talk about what it
meant, then he was ready to proceed to the next set of les-
sons. The images that were hidden in that tapestry, the pictures,
the symbols occasionally repeated. When they reappeared in his
life in the future, or when he saw them in another tapestry, they
had meaning and they related to the tapestry beforeit. They re-
lated to those situations of the past, present and future as well.

As time wore on, it became impractical for people to have these
tapestries, these murals. One certainly can't carry a tapestry
around in one's pocket. So those images were made diminutive:
similar images, similar symbols- but smaller. What you hold in
your hand, when you hold a Tarot deck, is not smply a bunch of
pieces of paper; it is a bunch of symbols. There's a difference
between a symbol and a picture. When we look at a circle we
see only a circle. But, if you ask what that circle means, what it
could represent; it could be so many things. A circle could be a
womb, a prison, a target, a hole, a tunnel or the circle of
life. They are images that represent ideas, ideals, trends, tides
and paths through life in most amazing dynamic ways. Tarot is
definitely one of the psychic arts.

Moments With Madame

| often think getting myself out of bed and into my

pantyhose is a psychic art in and of itself, but then

again | seldom wear the damned things. Why hide

natural beauty | always say. | earned each varicose

vein | might as well display them with pride!
Madame G.
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ThePsychic Arts

In New Age beliefs there are what we call “-ologies’ and —
“mancies.” The -ologies, such as: astrology, numerology
and graphology, are the sciences. They examine the trends and
the tides of the world and the universe. Then there are the man-
cies. cartomancy, geomancy, chiromancy; those are all the psy-
chic arts and they’ re based on intuition.

Tarot combines both of these because so much of Tarot is based
on astrology and Numerology. The symbolism of the cards com-
bines both worlds in a way that you will not find in any other
form of reading.

Moments With Madame

HPFM alert..... Trance approaching. Tell the kids
to leave you the heck alone, turn off the phone, and
use the “john” before you try this out!

Madame G

| would invite you at this point to ssimply take a deep breath and
look down at your palms, or if you have your deck, to look down
at your deck; or as you read this for the first time imagine what it
will be like to do those things later when you have recorded these
words, and read these words the way you will record them later,
with a one second full pause between EACH WORD, and remem-
ber a time: remember atime in your life when you were about to
learn something new, preferably one of the first times; maybe as a
child, going to school, and trying to look up at the board and
those letters were so complicated back then; it was hard to tell a
letter ‘b’ from aletter ‘p’. It was difficult to tell if an ‘m’ wasa
‘W’ upside-down, or perhapsitwasa‘'3’ onitsside. And asyou
take a deep breath, | would encourage you to think back to that
time and how the mind was able to set aside things it was or was
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not sure of for just long enough to alow you to listen, to under-
stand, to be and to become one with that subject long enough to
allow your unconscious mind to learn what it was that was there
to learn; to be attentive to what one needs to be attentive to; and
at the same time to allow your unconscious mind the opportunity,
the awareness, and the ability to simply do what it does in learn-
ing. And | invite you to put that, and all of the carefree qualities
of expression as a child, into your deck now, or into the way you
think about all decks, as you use them in the future. And | en-
courage you to slowly take a breath or two and alow your mind
to reorient to this book that you’ re reading right now, for I’'m go-
ing to ask you to prepare afew materials for the beginning of this
next lesson. If you wish to just read this straight through the first
time, by all means | encourage you to do that. However, if you
want to learn right off the bat, assemble these materials first and
then move on.

Moments With Madame

Go do the following.... Madame predicts that you
will be GLAD if you do!
Madame G

What I'd like you to do is to get a bunch of pictures from maga-
zines, off the internet, (Clean ones! Thisis a family book.... Well,
sort ofl Madame G ) photographs of people you don’t know. 1'd
like you to have at least two or three pictures of people, and then
about ten pictures of places, scenes or images. Even if you've
already done this exercise in the classroom with me, or while lis-
tening to the CD version of this material, | still encourage you to
doit at thistime.
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Ready To Begin

One of the things | want you to know about Tarot is that it's
really not that hard to learn. It's actually a very simple process,
and there are some basic principles that you need to understand.
Once you understand those, and once you have gotten some con-
fidence and some experience, Tarot is relatively easy to
learn. It'srelatively easy to do.

I’d like to give you alittle warm-up exercise. It doesn’'t have a lot
to do with reading Tarot directly; but it's an exercise for your
imagination.

I’ve asked you to get those pictures together and if you haven't
done that yet, what | would suggest is you play along in your
brain and imagine that you have some pictures torn out of maga-
zines or old photographs, preferably of people and places you're
not that familiar with. 1’d like you to either lay them out in front
of you or in astack, so that the first picture you look at is of a per-
son. Then, a couple of pictures of either places or objects or
things, then another picture of a person; and then afew more pic-
tures of places or objects or things.

What I'd like you to do is to go back to atime when you' ve told a
story. It could be atime that you've told a story to a child; it
could be a time when you were trying to get someone to go to
sleep and you were reading them afaerie-tale.  1'd like you to go
back in your mind to a time perhaps when you were telling some-
one a story about something that happened to you; or you were
trying to use a story to illustrate a point, to make sense out of
something. Then, | want you, with that in mind, to start to make
up a story about those pictures that you're looking at. 1'd like
you to look at the picture of the person that’s there and ask your-
self some questions, and answer them—out loud—as | talk about
them.
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For instance, you know by looking at it if the person is male or
female. Inlooking at the picture, do you consider them “typical”
male or female? In other words do you consider that if it's a
male, are they masculine, or are they not. Are they intellectual, or
are they artistic as opposed to being the typical butch, athletic

type?

If it safemale, is she flighty? Is she genteel? |s she someone who
isartistic and creative or is she something of atomboy?

Forget what you know about the person in the picture if they're
someone famous, for instance. Forget that they are who they are,
and imagine just looking at them right now. What kind of quali-
tieswould you assign to that person, as you look at the picture.

I’d like you to ask yourself, aside from the obvious, what you
think that person does for aliving? What do you think are their
hobbies, their interests outside of work? What do you think that
person has for a dream? What is their dream in life, their life's
godl, their life's ambition? If you were to guess where that per-
son isin their life right now, where would you say it is? Where
do you think they are right at this moment? Make up a story
about that picture you're looking at.

I’d like you to begin your story with: “Once upon a time there
was a man” (or woman,) and a little description of them; who
they are, what they’re like, al those things that you guessed out
of thin air.

Then go on to the next picture, and | have no idea what you could
be looking at. It could be a picture of atrain or a scene, but
what 1'd like you to do is to imagine using that element in the
story. You could use it in a very direct way. For argument’s
sake, let’s say it's apicture of a countryside with atrain track and
atrain. Waéll, you could say that, “Bob Smith, who was a very
intelligent man, athough somewhat dlight of stature, whose
dream was to go off and conquer the world, decided one day to
jump on atrain and take atrip.”
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I’d like you to make at least five or six statements about that pic-
ture, about the train-track picture or whatever your second picture
is. Add to the story.

For instance, he was going on a train-trip, add to your story and
say to yourself, “well, where was he going and/or what did he ex-
pect to accomplish there?” Thisis important; with that train trip
in mind, let's ask yourself, what was his purpose in going in the
first place or what motivated him to finally take that leap?

Y our next picture should also be a picture of a scene or an image
rather than a person. To that I'd like you to pretend that that pic-
ture represents the next step of the story, which is usualy an ob-
stacle. Every story has characters. It has a setting. That’s what
we have; we have characters and a setting. Now it's time for a
conflict, some kind of obstacle to come into this story.

So using the next picture it could be something silly: apicture of
a birthday cake. What's his obstacle? How could a birthday
cake be an obstacle? Well it could be an obstacle if he feels like
he' s getting older with time slipping away.

Perhaps the candle flames on the birthday cake candle make you
think of afirethat erupted in the train.

It could be that the candles represent a spark, that makes him real-
ize that what he was trying to do isn’t going to work the way he
wanted it to. Whatever you like.

Make up that part of the story, if you haven't been doing this
aong so far, stop reading! Go through this process and tell the
story.
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Moments With Madame

This book won't do you a lot of good if you just read

it. This might seem a little silly but it’s very impor-

tant to the process of reading Tarot. So, STOP

READING already and DO IT! Don’'t make Ma-

dame turn this book around and take you home!
Madame G

Y ou should have ancther picture of a person; if you have another
picture of a scene you could add that into the story as a little bit
more about the motivation or what’s going on in the story. Even-
tually you'll get to another person. That person is going to inter-
vene in the story some way. Look at the second person. Who
are they? What' s their name? Make one up based on what they
look like. From there, state some ideas about what their hobbies
are, what their likes and their fears are. State what their number
one talent is, and how could they use their number one talent to
help the hero or the heroine of your story?

So: Sam Smith, this slight, gangly man heads off on a train ad-
venture; he's faced with this disaster of feeling like he's getting
older, feeling like he can't do any more. The next thing we find
in our story is this picture of a basketball-player. Even | would
say that probably basketball is his number-one talent, but he
could have another one. Maybe he has kind eyes. Maybe his
number one talent is counseling people. However, we'll say that
his number one talent is basketball.

So, with that in mind, how could that be useful? In the storytel-
ling | find often it’s useful to chunk up or down; that is, get more
abstract or more specific. With a basketball-player: is his real
talent that he can play basketball, or is it power. It could be or-
ganization of muscle, organization of thinking, or, to get more
detailed: to dribble, or to hold the ball? Then, ask yourself how
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those could be useful to the hero of our story? Isit through be-
ing able to manipulate his world? Isit our hero showing that he
still has strength even at his age?

The next picture I’d like you to apply to an idea of some kind of a
realization or a turning-point in the story.  Sometimes, when we
do thisexercisein class, it getsfunny. Perhapsit’s apicture of a
Scottish castle, and our gentleman finally has this realization that
he can be strong even at his age as he travels across country; and
suddenly he's magically transported to a leprechaun vil-
lage. That'ssilly, butit'sfinefor thisexercise. What could that
mean if it were a metaphor?

All faerie-tales are metaphors for real life. When we tell stories
about girls being held prisoner in castles, we're talking about
people being held back in their life in general. So what could
being transported to a leprechaun’s castle mean, what could it
represent? (That you're smoking something questionable in your
pipel Madame G) It could mean or represent a lot of things to
me, but what I'm curious is what would it suggest to you? Isit
fantasy; is it being drawn into a magical world where anything is
possible but, like a leprechaun’s gold might fade if you don’t
make it real in the “real world”? Or does it represent a fantasy on
his part? You'rethe onetelling the story here. I’'m just trying to
giveyou ideas.

The last picture will be the resolution; what’s the ending to this
story? 1'd like you to phrase the outcome of our story not in
a, “And this happened and he lived happily ever after” way, but
rather a, “He did this thing that he needed to do.” Let the last pic-
ture represent something he needed to do or to come to terms
with. Make that the ending of your story. That that’s how he'll
live happily ever after, by doing that thing, having that education,
having an experience, or something represented by that last pic-
ture.
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Telling stories is a great way to get an idea of how active your
imagination is. The more you do it, the better you'll get. What
I’d like you to do at this point is to take those same pictures and
rearrange them so that the second person becomes a character of
the story; the character of your first story becomes the helper or
the teacher; now tell atotally different story about those same pic-
tures. In other words, that person who was the helper is now a
different person with a different name. But ask yourself all the
same guestions, and do that.

Moments With Madame

Alrighty kiddies, there is an impending moment of
mel odrama about to ensue, so if you haven’t done all
of this stuff, at least go back and re-read it and PRE-
TEND that you're doing it... Humor himl

Madame G

Usually in my classes | force people to do this exercise before we
get to this moment, this point, where | tell you asecret. Soif you
haven't done it in real life at least do it in your mind before you
read the secret that I’'m about to tell you. It is an important se-
cret, but | think it’'s equally asimportant for it to have impact, that
you at least have reviewed this experience of telling these sto-
ries.

A REALLY BIG SECRET

A lot of people think they can’t read Tarot. Y ou could argue that
it's like somebody who can’t ride a bicycle; it's not that they
can't do it, it's that they haven't learned yet. By the time a per-
son learns how to ride a bicycle, they’ ve already learned all of the
skills they need in order to ride that bicycle. In other words
they’ve learned balance, they know how to move their legs, they
have eyes, they know how to use their hands. People generally
don't learn how to ride a bhicycle before they’'ve learned to
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walk. Learning to walk is much more complicated. Therearea
lot more motor skills involved. Wl it's the same thing with
Tarot.

| learned Tarot when | was four, so | didn't have al the little ob-
staclesin my brain that said | couldn’t do this thing—at this point
in your life you have all the skills you need to learn Tarot. Some-
where in your past experience they are there. Those skills are not
many. It requires an ability to listen to yourself; an ability to tell
stories. Basicaly what you just did—here's the secret: If you
did what you were told to do in that exercise, you've just read
Tarot.  So congratulations. You can read Tarot. You've al-
ready doneit.

Moments With Madame

Well, there you have it, you already are an expert,

throw this book in the crapper and be done with it!

Yeah, Ok..... So it IS as simple as telling stories- |

know that, but Madame would prefer if we kept that

a bit secretive for now. Make it harder on your-

self... pound your fists and wring your hands...
Madame G

Every time in your life that you have looked at a photograph or a
picture of somebody, seen them on television or seen them only
in one meeting and immediately made decisions about who they
were, what they were or what was going on, you read Tarot. Any
time you looked at a painting or a movie and made a decision
about other things that were going on in that scene or what they
meant, you read Tarot. Any time you've looked at a picturein a
magazine of a woman crying, or a man crying, or someone in
some poor situation and you went there and you thought, “What
must that be like?” you read Tarot. Y ou thought about it in terms
of yourself and you imagined what it was like for them to be go-
ing through that... you read Tarot. |f you've ever looked over a
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countryside or a picture or seen a scene, or had adream of a castle
or a house, and wondered and thought and imagined what would
it be like to live there and what kind of things might go on
there—you’'ve read Tarot. | know you might not believe that yet,
but at least trust me in this when | say that anyone who can tell a
story can read Tarot because all Tarot is, islooking at a set of pic-
tures that are printed on the cards, plugging them into the parts of
the story, and telling the story that’ s there.

Moments With Madame

Now, sweethearts, | would caution you to do this
little game of his with Nice pictures from Nice
magazines, lest your practice stories take on a bit of
a randy note... But, get into practice of telling sto-
ries, | told plenty to my third husband, and you will
get better at all this. Dean may take this stuff very
serioudy, but | say have some FUN! A little Spice
and vinegar makes a tastier dish....

Madame G
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