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FOREWORD

When asked to write a foreword or an introduction to a book, one is
flattered and honored to be asked. To be a part of one of Ron
Dayton's books is indeed a privilege, and of course, I agreed to do so.

Having read each and every one of these fascinating tales, enjoying
the word play and the wisdom, I would have to stand up in the
auditorium seating and shout bravo. There are a few places that
make me giggle. There are some lines that make me smile. There are
some of the stories that make me weep and wish that I had written
them. I told Ron that this is the way I would start a foreword to this
book for I am amazed with his versatility.

Professor's Nightmare is one of those ageless effects that are in the
repertoire of many magicians. In recent times we have learned of its
origin and journey through the hands of dealers and false claims of
originality. It, like so many clever magical effects, has undergone
various names and descriptions, and the workings of the effect have
appeared in many magical instruction booklets. The performance of
this rope routine has become a staple of many young magicians who
delight in showing to their audiences. If you have seen it once, you
have seen it a dozen times, but the most difficult part of doing it is a
story, or a logical reason to be doing it in the first place. That is
where it often fails.

Now along comes Ron Dayton, our friendly word charmer, with a
delightful collection of Nightmare stories wrapped around this
magical rope routine to fit almost any unique presentation occasion.

As you read these, don't look for special handling of the ropes. Don't
look for fancy sleight of hand. Read and be amazed at the variety of
ideas and let your mind be immersed in the creative process of one
of our most clever magical thinkers. I think you will join me as one of
the ardent KOTAH fans, and will say with me, "Miralonomas." (Lo
and behold.)

In the Craft,
Ed Solomon
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Dedicated to the memory of Bob Carver,
inventor of The Professor's Nightmare.
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Introduction From The Publisher

Ron did not write his own introduction for this booklet, preferring
instead to write a conclusion that sums up his ideas. [ wanted to take
a moment to write this brief introduction to share with you only one
or two brief thoughts.

Ron Dayton is one of the treasures of magic. He has authored
countless books and invented tens of dozens of tricks- many of which
you may do today without knowing their origin. Ron’s interests are
varied and wide, and he is a talented writer. He is also a deep
thinker and deep person. Deep persons and deep thinkers are often
moody and sentimental- Ron is no exception. You will see the
moodiness within these stories not in anger or sadness but in variety
of styles themes and tones. In this [ was most impressed as I read
these presentations.

Within the various routines, the brief directions or notes are given
parenthetically, while all the rest of the text represents spoken
words. Much of Ron’s writing must be read aloud and approached as
prose to get a feel for how it is to be delivered, where the pauses go,
and how to tell the story for maximum impact.

[ hope you enjoy this, and will join me in thanking Ron for this

contribution... One legend of magic, Ron Dayton meets another
legend of magic- The Professor’s Nightmare!

Dean Montalbano—2008
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WHAT
LENGTH ?

My life is not an orderly one, and my thoughts are unorganized as
well. From time to time however, an unexpected connection is made,
one thread of thought intertwining with another.

[ admit having a fascination with the unsolved case of Jack the
Ripper. The facts of this case fit well in my quest for bizarre and
arcane knowledge.

While seated at the desk of my study, in a cluttered drawer I found
three lengths of rope, blood red in color. Each was a different length.

Where did they come from? I could not recall.
In my mind, [ saw one of them drawing tightly around a woman's
neck. Like a blood red premonition of the crimson gash his swift

blade would slice.

( Three ropes are removed from your pocket and tossed out on the
table. Picking one up ...)

Way too short to even be considered.

(Displaying the second length...)

Too long to be efficient.

(The third and final length is shown...)

This, the happy medium, just might be the ticket !

3
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( The lengths are gathered , doubled and ends held between your
hands, as per the standard Professor's Nightmare method .)

Logic may allow us to know the length he chose; but no one knows
the lengths to which a madman goes.

Give a man enough rope, they say, and he will hang himself. But old
Jack never hung, never swung for what he did.

What if the size of the rope indicated height rather than length! Was
Jack a tall man? Almost six feet like the renter at 22 Batty Street, or
five foot five as some eye witnesses claim, or was he somewhere in
between?

[s it a stretc?, ( As you say 'stretch’, your hands separate and the
ropes stretch to equal lengths.) When it comes to the potential of
every man to become a Kkiller, all men and their darkest deeds are
equal.

The justice of it?

Justice lies with God, rather than at the end of a rope.

(Three nice lengths of burgundy color, twisted, quarter-inch sash

cord looks very nice. Glue the ends with clear drying Elmer's Glue to
prevent fraying. The cord handles well and looks rich.)

Kotah
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SPIDERS
IN THE TREE

Old world legend says poor mother cleaned her home in
anticipation, preparation for the most wonderful day of the

year. Christmas Day, the day the Christ child would bless the house.
Not a speck of dust remained. Even the harmless spiders had been
banished from their corner of the ceiling.

Confused, they retreated to the safety of the attic. From there, they
could not see the beautifully decorated tree nor the presents left for
the holy child. The eldest and wisest spider suggested they wait until
the family slept. In the dark they crept down to see the tree. Joyfully
they danced and played among the branches, leaving the tree
covered in a veil of webs.

When the holy child saw this in the morning, he felt dismayed.
Though he loved the little spiders, he also knew how hard the poor
woman had worked to make things perfect. So with love in his heart
and a smile on his lips, he reached out and gently touched the fragile
webs. The slender threads began to sparkle and shimmer; each web
turning to silver and to gold. Thatis the legend told. Thatis why
to this day, people hang tinsel and shining garland on their tree. It
has also become custom for some to include a spider among the
decorations.

(Three different lengths of silver garland are displayed, shown
individually, then doubled and the ends held in each hand.)

Some say of the spider web, "Oh what a tangled web we weave.” But
at Christmas it is not easy to deceive.
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The strength and length of the season's joy, depends upon how truly
we believe.

(As your hands part, the silver strands magically stretch to equal
lengths. )

The greatest treasure; joy faith and brotherhood in equal measure.

(A visual and poignant tale in which garland replaces the standard
rope. Silver strands given as a memento of the performance. )

Kotah
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