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INTRODUCTION

| ifeis ajoumeg with many Paths to follow. | he one we eventua”g take is the
most direct: from the womb to the tomb. [tis not an casy triP. Thcre are twists,
turns and clangers; all add to the adventure of it. Fears of the unknown griP us

too, wonc]ering what waits for us around the bend.

Curiosity and imagination bid us wonder what lurks in the shadows. Along the
way, there are lessons, and there are losses. Things are seen and stories
heard. Ta]es, like this trek, often twisted and tcrrhcging; but often true. We
journeg notjust in sunlight, but into darkness too, creating tales such as these

which | now share with you.

KOTAH



MAGIC THAT INSFIRES-
MAGIC THAT TRANSFORMS

As is true with all art forms,
/\//ag/t must evolve and progress to survive;
innovate and transtorm to Hourish.

Art that stagnates can no /ongcr /I’JSP/I”@ orenthrall

| wrote the above note in mgjouma] a few months back in Preparation foran ar-
ticle |'m writing fora magic magazine, and my own quote kept coming to mind as |

gathered my thoughts for this book’s introduction.

T hank all the muses that be, that there are a few Prccious magical thinkers
combating the tired, stale, standard aPProach to magic that has Plaguec] our
craft since World War//; magjicians who are brave enough to shine the ]ights
of freshness, creativity and theatrica]itg on the dimmed magical lan&scapc of

these Past six or so decades.

Ranking high on my list of innovative magjicians and writers is my co”eague Kon
Dagtom, and any reader fortunate cnough to be exPosed to his magica] view-
Point and outPutJ will have a renewed vision of what magica! entertainment can

asPire to be in the hands of a master.

[f fame were determined bg creativity and artistry, rather than commercial visi-
bi]itg, Kon Dagton would be one of the most famous magjicians of the 21% cen-
turg.



Ron writes in his own name, but also writes and PerForms as his alter~cgo
“/<ota/7”.,. because sometimes Kotah can go even farther out on the limb to

make a Point or Provide theatrical impact.

Whichever persona is utilized, the same Pro?essiona], carelcung constructed,
and theatrica”g viable magic is clear]g Presented for use by the Practical per-

former under real-world conditions.

Kon possesses a vast amount of “common énow/ca/gc”about the world in gen-
era], and the World of Magic in Particu]ar, so he has a Particu]ar!g deep Poo] to

go Fishing into encourage fresh conccpts and ideas.

Kon ski”?u”g writes emotiona”9 chargec{ and PowerFul prose and poetry in ad-
dition to his magical Presentations and stories. | hese talents are Paired with a
Pragmatic side that can work out comp]ex technical and mechanical bugs when

tackling a magical dilemma from a functional stan&Point.

Though oceans of material flood from Mr. Dayton’s Prolhcic mind, the magical
ideas he puts forth are always sound in method and straightﬁorward in aPPlica~

tion.

With his combination of historical knowlec{ge, concentrated abilitg to work out
magical gimmicks, and a focused creativity which allows wonderful stories to un-
fold magica”g, one encounters a rare commoc{ity in the Magical World indeed:

A “t/zi}v,é/}zg~magi'c/én’5, magician.”

You’re holc{ing n your hands a t}‘soughhcul volume of some of Ron’s {ana//<o~



ta/fs) most Prized work.

[ this book 3ou’” find a range of magic you can actua”9 PerForm... close—uP,
cabaret, Parlor, even on a stage. Youll find concepts and ideas that will inspire

you and transpor’t your imagination to new Placcs.

You’” discover that the magjic genre known as ‘ﬁizarrc Mag/c”is notjust fora
chosen or Peculiamfew, but consists of emotiona”y satisﬁging stores, presenta-
tions, and magjc... each and every magician can incorPorate into his rePer’coire

to refresh his show and elevate his art.

Like any raging fire, Ron thrives on fuel... and that fuel is often in the comments
and feedback he receives from other Per{iormers, so if angthing ..Or every-
thing... in this volume moves you, excites you, or motivates you to change and

imProve the way you do your Magic, write him and let him know.

[Dear Keader, the future of /\//a(g/c /s yours, and the Artis within yourown
hands!

Magica”y,

Wa/tAnt/NJnﬂ
Spe”binder [” ntertainment

San [Trancisco, Summer 2005



SPIDER IN THFE MIRROR

. Freston E”erbe was the sort of man
%,3 you could meet and easilg Forget. ]F

he had a Personalitg at all, he must have left it in his
other suit. [ 1e was quict, unassuming in the extreme

and harmless. A’c least that was the face he wore for all to see. Secretlg he was

another thing, as the crawl space in his modest home could attest.

]ntcrna”g he was a tormented man; chtering with, fears and Phobias which like a
cancer grew. Anintense fear of sPic]ers and a c]esperate, overPowering fear of
bcing friendless and alone. On the outside he maintained the appearance of a
goocl worker and unobtrusive neighbor. [Heis betraged bg two things, the
housechold mirrors and the crawlspace's gocLawmcu] smell. Cer’cain]g no one
could be allowed to visit, but visitors visit still. Thinking of their Pcrpctual pres-

ence made him smile.

More than mere guests, he thought of them as friends. Friends he could never
make among the living. ]n the carlg evening before retiring, he would talk to
them. Latcr as he tried to slccP, theg would answer. ]t started as a }Dare]g audi-

ble din of uninte”igible chatter, then turn into a mumbled mantra, a song sung

}33 a choir of the dead.

And so it went for several months. [ e could not s]ccp for the incessant sing-

ing, could not eat amid the stench of rotting meat.

Bﬂ Danéncss /I’IIC]UCI‘ICCG/ 7



Freston worked a rather menia]job in the citg’s old Park system. fﬂe seldom
came into direct contact with a lot of People. Having access to a Pick up truck
and shovels, the outside work Provided him with two Precious things. Fresh air
and an oPPortumitg to see new Prospective house guests. T here were times
and P!accs that he and his chosen were in close Proximity, no one to see. |t took
but a moment. (nder cover of night, the truck took him and his newfound
friend home. Another voice to sing. One more friend he hopec{ would end the

loneliness.

Asicle from the comPanionshiP/ camaraderie thcg Provided; the consensual
sex was nice as well. ]t hclpecl him s]eeP. When decag took lovers out of Plag,
theg had to stay with the others. |t seemed so unfair. [ 1is desire was so strong,
but their flesh soweak. [e started to believe decag was their way to make
him grieve, leave him broken hearted.

]t was then he started to gaze dceplg into mirrors, trging to aPPraise himselmc,

and his fears.

The impar’cia] glass can on]g show what stands before it, even though we may
abhor it. T}'lings change in shadows. They rearrange, get strange when seen
through tormented eyes. fﬂle would stare for hours and still not understand. ]t
was a monster, not a man, looking back at him. Copious notes scrawled in a
trembling hand filled in blanks of what he saw, or thought he saw, in his last fe-
vered days. A statement, or Perhaps a testament to madness: the stench of
Festering maggot beds beneath the house's floor was thick enough to 1Cog up

the mirror.

S 55 Danéncss /rn[]ucncca/



[e hated the slick s]imy Feel; as his hand would wiPc and swipe to cleara spot.
A” he got was a smear of cadaver snot. Sointense was his gaze it seems, the

glass instantly broke into smithereens.

Fine lines of the break radiate to form a silver web. Hanging there, in wait to
snare the first to dare peer in. Eight long sharp sharclsjoinec} to an octagon of
glass, to create a creature he had alwags feared. A sPic{er oh so real in this ma-
trix mirror, frozen by his Phobia, he watched as it reared in three dimension,
then leaPt as it inched nearer. Scalpeuike legs g]eaming Hashing s]ashing,
cleep strategic gashing. After the attack, he lag on his back, bled out and dead,
seeming]g the victim of a spidcr in his head.

Was the 5Pider real? | hat likelihood is slim. T he Prints on each blood9 shard
oFg]ass belonged to onlg him.

(Possible use of a shard of mirrored F]exiglas. Faddle move and then reveal of
a bloodg Fingerprint.)

/] may im‘cjcct, this also cries out for a sha ttering mirror, slate effect usIng a mirror com-
P/ctc with cracks, f)/ooa/ﬂ hand pr/nts, and per/za/os a spfalcr creature t/mt/ungcs out to one

sloectator W/,70 5/7r/@;és n Pan/c w/7/'/c f/7€ of/7@r5 Wona/cr W/73t t/76 [uss was aéout

A bit of an a/opar/’t/on /hvo/whg a snot-like substance on a mirror or a/r/Pping off the per-
former’s hand out of nowhere could make an Cqua/[g nice touch. [ (O] .S of food for

tﬁoug/n‘ here...... K 7_ 5

Bﬂ Danéncss /I’i)[]UCI‘ICCG/ ﬂ



CRESCENT CITY ROOFTOFPS

SCENAR]O Two blue back Plaging cards are used to tell a tale of hurri-

cane K atrina's devastation and life a]tering imPact. *

Removing two blue back Playing cards from your Pocket) theg are shown front
and back. One is a court card, the otheris an ace.

[T ach card is folded in half end to end. You then fold each card in half side to
side along their length. One of the cards is folded in half end to end and set
on the table in an inverted AVA The other card is folded in half 1engthwise and
nested on top of the first card, creating what could appear to be two roof tops,
one below the other on the surface oFgour table. Lets say the long roof sits
atoP the short roof . ]n the blink of an €ye you can cause them to exchange in
the act of simply Picking them up and setting them back down on the table.
How’? Flace the first Finger tiP of the right hand on one end of the toP rooF,
and the R thumb on the oPPosite end . Squeeze the thumb and first Finger
together as you Pick the cards up . T he reversal of shape and Position is
automatic! Try it and see. | hese

same two carcls, with a minor altera-

tion of one, are also rcac!g to per-

form Roy Walton’s effect
Cara/ Warp for the con-

clusion of the routine.

/10 Bﬂ Dar)éncss /nf]ucncca/



" Sometimes life is like a house of cards, xcragi]e and easilg disrupted. We sel-

dom have control of the hand we're dealt.”

“T hese cards remind me of what haPPenec] in the (rescent city when K atrina
struck. As gale force winds whipped and levg's crumbled; houses | hopes and
dreams also tumbled. To the roof tops some survivors ﬂc&, waiting, anticipat~
ing rescue.” (The cards are set like roof tops on the table as exPlained ear-
lier. As they are Picked up their shapes and Positions change. You immedi-
atelg droP them to the table as a set, as if they had been thot' to the touch. )

. Amid the death and devastation/ resultant relocation, many changes took
Placc that clag.”

(T he card folded lengthwise is Placed into the folderformed bg the card
folded end to end. You now PerForm Cara/ War/o to illustrate how comp]ete]9

their lives had been turned inside out, for ever changcc} 1)

ADDENDUM: 59 using one blue back and one red back card; with

proper worc]ing, you may seem to cause an instantaneous color change of the

cards. Rather than a tramsposition of shapes. T he different colors also en-
hanced the \Nalton effect.

Bﬂ Darkness [nfluenced 77
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The Original book from the fertile mind of
Ronald J. Dayton (a.k.a Kotah) is a collection of
dark stories and poems entangled in a web of
magic. Some 120 plus pages of material for the
Bizarrist. Twisted, and thought provoking stuff.
Dark but real, pages from the tests of life. Tales
that will touch emotions, and possibly a nerve or
two. Things which once heard, will not soon be
forgotten. Presentations gathered over the past
three years and all released in one book for the
very first time. A Darker Light is sure to please
the dark side of your performers soul. Come,
walk this shadow path, bathed in a darker light.
In its glow you will come to know magic differ-
ently. This is the best of Dayton, at Dayton's
best! The imagery of words used as tools of crea-
tive inspiration.

Here is what James Luce had to say after reading
this book:

"I Just wanted to announce my most joyous ex-
perience I had when reading Brother Kotah's new
book "A Darker Light. All I can say is wow! He
has created works which will tug on hearts and
intrigue the mind with the vivid imagery of his
story telling.

Among my favorites are Amanda's Last Breath, a
heart jerker where meaningful words are mani-
fested from the loss of someone special. Oh What a Tangled Web... where a spiders web is a metaphor for lies.
This ends with a visual surprise! Money Does Not a Restless Spirit Soothe, Where the spirits of mistreated workers
comeback and avenge an insult the company ensues upon their families.

It is obvious from reading Ronald J. Dayton's creations that he is a very talented writer and cares deeply about his
art. You can count me amongst his fans. May your inquisitive mind bloom and creations blossom."

This excursion into the world of Bizzarism is a collection of powerful but simple bizarre effects as well as poems
and stories useful for atmosphere and just plain getting you in the ookie mood.

A Darker Light will be printed in soft cover 8.5" X 11" format, and is sure to please the dark side of your perform-
ers soul.

$35.00

Www.LeapingLizardsMagic.com
Flat Shipping PER ORDER-
$5.00 inside the USA

$10.00 outside the USA, Including Canada



The Stark Chronicles
Stark, The Man and His Methods
Two Volume Set

If you like your magic Bizarre, and you
like your books out of the ordinary,
then this book set is for you.

Imagine a long lost Diary and sketch
book which chronicles the life and
times of a man named Stark. In this di-
ary you read of the amazing, bizarre,
dark, magical goings on that Mister
Stark put his old friend Strombil Trod-
worthy through, and are left to guess
how he did it.

NOW, imagine that diary fell into the
hands of Dean Montalbano who has
written a follow up book entitled
“Stark- The Man And His Methods”- in
which he teaches you how to do all 30+
of the miracles found within this old

diary.

Imagine this second volume includes BONUS material in the form of ”Cipher Speak” a two
person code act system developed by Dean many years ago, presented here for further develop-
ment for the FIRST TIME to the public.

Volume 1 hard covered “reproduction” of the original “Diary.” 6 X 9 over 115 Pages

Volume 2 is soft covered 6 X 9 over 80 Pages

This two volume set is yours for only $45.00 but don’t blame US if it gives you nightmares!

Www.LeapingLizardsMagic.com
Flat Shipping PER ORDER-
$5.00 inside the USA

$10.00 outside the USA, Including Canada



First of all, a VERY big thank you to everyone who has so kindly supported Leaping Lizards
Magic in our first year of return business to the magic world. In reality, we have about 30 years
experience in the business, with a 10 year hiatus, and everyone's "welcome back" has been
VERY refreshing!

We are pleased to have a few new books in the works, to add to our titles from this year. So,
let's talk about those titles for a moment.

Quicetus of Creativity, Volume One, is almost sold out from OUR end... That is, we made a
commitment to print only 500 copies, and to sell them for only 365 days. Murphy's Magic
Wholesale has taken up an exclusive distributing arrangement for our magic titles, and has pur-
chased ALL the remaining copies of that book. We retained a very few retail copies that you
can order from here, but now all our magic titles are available from YOUR favorite magic
dealer. Just ask them to contact Murphy's Magic Wholesale.

Quietus of Creativity, Volume Two- Psychic Diversions, will appear around the new year.

Also on the Horizon is Dean Montalbano and Julie Sobanski's book, ""Dusting It Off." This
book is based on their old Genii Magazine column, Tarbell Treasures. It illustrates how you
can take old routines and classic methods and dust them off into something that is NEW and
YOU! This book is very careful not to reveal other people's methods, and uses the Tarbell
Course In Magic as a reference repeatedly, so if you've been waiting for an excuse- but that
AMAZING book set from your favorite dealer so you'll be ready when this new book is re-
leased! The Leaping Lizards

Also upcoming we will release Carl Herron’s Autobiography, “Carney, Pitchman, Indian
Chief.” This Promises to be a WONDERFUL book. I already read it, cover to cover and en-
joyed it thoroughly. Carl Herron, better known as Brother Shadow to those in the bizarre field,
is one of founders of the bizarre magic movement. His life story, complete with tales of shilling




for his father’s street pitch sales- and his days as a Super Hero (You’ll have to read the book)
make for a GREAT read. NO MAGIC in here, other than the magic of wonderful stories that
make you laugh, cry and long for days gone by.

I found myself very touched in certain parts, but also thinking to myself “WOW... this is a true
story, but what a COOL idea for a routine!” So, even the magic geek in you will find some-
thing. The Hard Cover edition that will TENTATIVELY be out in December will be Limited
Edition as well. About 175 pages, hard cover, color dust jacket, signed and numbered... It will
retail for $39.95, and there will ONLY be 350 copies. This edition also includes some extra
pages, about 10 or so, specifically related to Carl’s involvement in magic.

And, YES- there will be a sample on our web site when the book debuts. Look for ads for this
book in January, UNLESS we sell out before then.

There will be a general release of this book, soft cover, for the general public some time late
next year as well, as the book has a mass appeal, but that will NOT include the extra material

and have fewer photo’s.

So, Check it out and keep an eye on the Lizards!





